LANSA STORY OF INFLUENCE
LANSA invited to
inform Odisha Vision
2036 policy document
Vision 2036 is a roadmap to
achieving the SDGs for Odisha
State, and is jointly drafted by the
State Government functionaries,
policy influencers and experts

Summary
The State of Odisha in India is characterised by rainfed farming and agriculture is the primary occupation1.
Undernutrition is at a critical level with the National Family Health Survey showing Odisha in poor light 2. Therefore
in 2016, to propel action towards development in the State and to frame realistic action plans, the government
decided on a Vision 2036 Policy Document in line with the SDG targets and involved civil society organisations as
well as experts to help articulate strategies at the grassroots level3. LANSA was recognised for bringing attention to
‘agriculture for nutrition’ in Odisha State through several multi-level, multi-sectoral research uptake efforts under
the MSSRF Farming System for Nutrition (FSN) study since 20134. These strategic engagement endeavours with the
farmer men and women communities5, village school children6, research-policy forums and policy-makers7, built a
strong ‘research-to-policy’ and ‘research-to-practice’ relationship, earning LANSA the invitation from Odisha
Government to contribute to the section on agriculture in the Vision 2036 policy document 8. The Document
comprises of collaborative contributions from government department functionaries and subject experts, and
LANSA was chosen as one such expert. As a consequence, nutrition-sensitive agriculture evidence from the FSN
study has informed the Odisha policy document and the future agenda for agriculture policy and practice in Odisha
State.

Background: The FSN study, context
and challenges in Odisha
The underlying hypothesis of the MSSRF Farming System
for Nutrition study9 is that nutritional outcomes in a
rural population improves through production and own
consumption of nutrient-rich diverse diets; i.e. It is
feasible to improve diet diversity at the household level
through a farming systems approach. To this end, a
series of crop-based and animal husbandry
interventions10, along with nutrition education for
farmers (men and women), and also children11 were
initiated in seven villages in Koraput district in Odisha
State, starting in 2013. Simultaneously, a host of agrinutrition stakeholders including academics, researchers,
knowledge partners, civil society and policy-makers
were also identified and rapport built so as to leverage
knowledge and foster intervention partnerships for the
FSN approach at the grassroots12.

LANSA research and research uptake efforts
during 2014, 2015 and 2016, focused on better
availability and awareness around nutrientdense crops such as millets and pulses, and these
were promoted at the household level to begin with.
However, the first hurdle and major challenge was that
during Kharif (the main agriculture season), paddy
remained the main crop with most farmers owning
small or medium landholdings. It took a lot of
persuasion and face-to-face meetings to
mobilise farmers, followed by several agridemonstrations13
conducted
by
MSSRF
scientists on farmers’ fields and farmer
exposure visits, before LANSA could hold their
attention14. These efforts were complemented with
regular nutrition-awareness events / campaigns to
engage with rural men, women and children to build an
understanding of what nutrition means and how it
could be derived from their daily diet.

Once the benefits of better and balanced diets were
understood, they began growing nutrient -rich crops15.
Farmer-community buy-in is important to establish an
intervention like FSN; but to sustain nutrition-sensitive
cultivation in Odisha, the challenge was to find
agriculture policy support. Working with this objective
from the outset, LANSA identified a multi-sectoral
agriculture-nutrition stakeholder base in Odisha, and
built rapport16, particularly with policymakers at all
levels of governance – those in a position to support the
FSN initiative. Farmers would have an incentive to
grow more nutrient-dense crops once there was
agriculture policy support. LANSA undertook an
agriculture policy landscaping and analysis exercise for
Odisha, and found that nutrition was not among the 17
objectives listed in the Odisha State Agriculture Policy
of 2013. The focus was on increasing production,
agricultural growth and income, with no mention of
nutrition in agriculture, providing space for research
evidence emerging from the FSN feasibility study in
Odisha to contribute to bridging this gap.

LANSA evidence and engagement
influences agriculture policy and
practice discourse:
While research evidence was emerging from the FSNfocus villages in Koraput District, Odisha, engagement
with multi-sectoral stakeholders enlightened the
research uptake strategy. LANSA became more
aware of what information policymakers in
Odisha were lacking for evidence-based
agriculture policy, and also identified how they
would like to receive this evidence. Tailor-made
communication products were designed to meet
stakeholder needs and preferences17. A series of Policy
Briefs18 and Research Briefs19 developed from FSN
research evidence played a major role in influencing the
nutrition-sensitive
agriculture
discourse
among
researcher and policymaking communities in Odisha.

HIGHLIGHT:
“I came to know about fruits like amla, guava,
lemon, mango, papaya and some vegetables like
bitter gourd, cauliflower and moringa are rich in
vitamin C, which helps to increase immunity in
the body.”
-Barsha Harijan, Class VII, Upper Primary School,
Chikima village, Koraput district, Odisha

“We like the farming system for nutrition
approach under the LANSA project because this
system of cultivation gives us nutritious food. We
can grow different crops, and eat fresh and
nutritious vegetables from our small piece of land.”

» Brundabana Nayak farmer,
Chikima Village, Koraput District, Odisha

Getting agriculture institutions and
policymakers to reflect on nutrition
Since the inception of LANSA in India in 2013, focused
research uptake in Odisha was organised starting with
academic discussions on agriculture for nutrition.
LANSA hosted periodic multi-sectoral stakeholder
consultations and knowledge sharing roundtables20
bringing together agriculture and nutrition research
institutions, agri-technology partners, civil society, local
NGOs, donor agencies and the media, to share and
discuss the FSN study. The evidence coming out of
the MSSRF-led study influenced the discourse
around nutrition-sensitive agriculture research
and policy in Odisha setting an enabling
environment to re-think the inclusion of
nutrition into agriculture. Uptake was strategically
targeted at agriculture policymakers and continuous
sensitising of agriculture policy decision-makers at every
governance level21, the Odisha Environment Congress
(OEC) Award in December 2015 recognising LANSA
work22 and LANSA hosting a session at the OEC in
December 2016 presented much visibility in the policy
influencer and policy-maker space.

Improving nutrition-sensitive
agriculture practices
LANSA’s 2014 FSN baseline survey from Odisha23
revealed that household diets were dominated by cereals
and consumption of all other food groups was lower than
recommended levels. The FSN design was therefore
developed in a participatory manner along with farmers
to increase the area under millet and pulse cultivation and
their availability, and also introduce the practice of
growing fruits and vegetables in the backyard of their
homes24. These ‘Nutrition Gardens’ were promoted
at the household level and extended to village
schools following demand from the community25.
LANSA also used awareness tools like the ‘Nutrition
Calendar’ developed with drawings by school going
children in the villages to reach out to their families26.
Community nutrition awareness initiatives included
information about government entitlements on
agriculture, food and nutrition and training of resource
persons as ‘nutrition champions’ at the village level27. All
these successes were instrumental in influencing
the agricultural and nutrition practices among
Odisha farmers and the community as a whole.

HIGHLIGHT:
“I look at the calendar and read the nutrition
messages, it is easy to remember. I came to know
that the balanced diet should include fruits,
vegetables, fish, meat, egg, etc.”
- Ramesh Harijan,, Class VII, Upper Primary School,
Bhejaguda village, Koraput district, Odisha

Connecting farmer-communities with
policymakers
To ensure uptake of LANSA evidence, FSN research was
shared widely starting from the village community, the
panchayat or village level government, officials at block
and district levels and with state policy-makers and
feedback was sought. Over time, farm men and
women became the ‘champions’ sharing their
experience under FSN at these forums28. This
process brought a certain level of stakeholder ownership
to the research findings coming out of the FSN study in
Odisha and established LANSA’s reputation as an
‘agriculture for nutrition’ champion in Odisha State. Five
years of multi-sectoral stakeholder consultations
created a science-policy interface and allowed a
credible space for exchange of ideas on nutritionsensitive agriculture, at the same time providing
opportunity to listen to voices from the fields, leverage
collaborations and convergence with ongoing government
programmes.

Results: LANSA evidence informs
major policy document for Odisha
State
“We used to cultivate pigeon pea, black
gram and finger millet using traditional methods,
but now we use the line sowing technique
demonstrated by LANSA and it has given us a
good yield. We received Red Amaranths and
spinach seeds, and now grow our own leafy
vegetables in the backyard garden. So we don’t
depend on the weekly market for vegetables.”

» Ghasa Dalai woman farmer,
Banuaguda Village, Koraput District, Odisha

On April 28, 2017, Dr Bhavani R V, Director MSSRF
and Programme Manager for the LANSA research
programme consortium received a letter from the
Additional Secretary, Planning and Convergence
Department, Government of Odisha, requesting
that LANSA contribute to the agriculture
section in the Odisha Vision 2036 document
being drafted by the government. LANSA submitted
recommendations focusing on nutrient-rich crops like
millets and pulses, shining a spotlight on ‘nutrition’ in
agriculture policy and practice in the document. The
Odisha Government is expected to release the Vision
2036 Policy Document in April 2018 and take-up action
points submitted to enhance growth and development
in the State.

LANSA has thus contributed to a public policy
document
and
by
including
‘nutrition’
(otherwise absent in agriculture policy) in the
future development of agriculture practices for
Odisha. Periodic and strategic stakeholder engagement
over the last 5 years under the MSSRF-led Farming
System for Nutrition study enabled a favorable policy
environment for LANSA input. The rapport and
trust built since 2013 with evidence-users,
particularly farmers and policymakers, resulted
in ‘stakeholder ownership’ for LANSA research.

The outcome: Nutrition-sensitive agriculture evidence
from the FSN study under LANSA has informed the
Odisha policy document and contributed to the future
agenda for agriculture policy and practice in Odisha
State, India.

Further Information:
For further information
Sangeetha Rajeesh, LANSA RU Manager
sangeetha.lansa@gmail.com
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